


A brush test for spots can
help your dentist identify unhealthy cells

(years before they can harm you)

By testing oral spots with a brush test,
precancerous oral cells can be detected -
years before oral cancer can start.

This is much like the way that routine
Pap smears detect precancerous cells
years before cervical cancer can start.

ORAL CANCER CLAIMS TWICE AS
MANY LIVES AS CERVICAL CANCER

Your dentist can now help to prevent a disease
that is rising among women and non-smokers.
While it is also increasing in young people, as with
most cancers the chance of developing of oral
cancer increases with age.

THE GREAT NEWS IS THAT
PRECANCEROUS CELLS CAN NOW
BE DETECTED, LONG BEFORE
ORAL CANCER CAN EVEN START

The first step is to see your dentist regularly for
a thorough oral examination. Most people will
have tiny white or red spots in their mouth at one
time or another. Your dentist may choose to use
a specially designed brush to quickly sample the
cells from the spot. This sample is then sent for
computer-assisted laboratory analysis.

YOUR DENTIST — HELPING TO PROTECT
YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Although most small oral spots do not contain abnormal
cells, they indicate to your dentist exactly where
unhealthy cells may be located. If a spot is found by
a brush test to contain unhealthy cells (known as
dysplasia), it typically takes several years before they
can cause any harm. During this time, the spot can
be removed, long before oral cancer can start.
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THE BRUSH TEST — ITS ACCURACY
WAS DEMONSTRATED AT 35 DENTAL
SCHOOLS

The accuracy of the brush test has been
demonstrated in large published clinical studies,
including a major clinical trial conducted at 35

U.S. dental schools. Its use by over 30,000 U.S.
dentists has already detected precancerous cells in
thousands of patients, long before oral cancer could
even start.
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